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Synopsis 


“The Young Swingers” deals with a dancing and enter- 
tainment club known as The Vanguard, founded by a group 
of young entertainers as a showcase for their talents. The 
leader and manager is Mel Hudson (ROD LAUREN), a 
singer; Pete Mundy (JACK LARSON), a young comedian 
and mimic; Fred Lewis (GENE McDANIELS), a colored 
singer and college student; Judi and Ken (KAREN GUN- 
DERSON and JOHN MERRITT) a folk singing duo billed 
as The Sherwoods; and a band (BOBBY HARRIS SEX- 
TET). 

The picture opens in The Vanguard well attended by 
swinging youngsters enjoying the groovy arrangements 
of “Come to the Party” belted by the band. In the audience 
is Roberta Crawford (JO HELTON), a real estate tycoon 
who gives orders to her attorney, Bruce Webster (JUSTIN 
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that they have an iron-clad lease and will not move. 

Upon learning of the situation, Miss Crawford orders + 
Webster to break the lease in any way he can. She also tells x 
her pretty niece, Vicki Crawford (MOLLY BEE), to see 
that Webster carries out her commands while she is in San 
Francisco. Before leaving she announces her plans for 
Vicki’s 21st birthday party without consulting her as 
usual. 

Mel arrives at the Crawford estate to see if he can work 
out something with Miss Crawford. Instead he meets Vicki, 
with whom he has an argument. When he returns to the 
club, he is informed by Pete that an electrical inspector has 
cited them for a violation, faulty wiring behind the refresh- 
ment bar. 

That night Vicki comes to The Vanguard with an arro- 
gant, well-to-do boy friend, Roger Kelly (JERRY SUM- 
MERS). Roger gets obstreperous when he finds the club 
doesn’t sell liquor, and Mel and Pete throw him out. Mel sits 
with Vicki and is getting acquainted when the power sud- 
denly goes off. Pete joins Mel and Fred in the darkened 
office, and after checking out any possible fuse trouble they 
call the company to find out that the power was turned off 
under orders from Webster. 

Vicki, Mel and Pete hang around the dark club listening 


to music by radio. Pete leaves, and while Mel is out locking STARRING 
up the club, Vicki sings “Come A ‘Runnin’ ” to an imagi- ROD MOLLY GENE JACK THE 
nary audience. Mel returns in time to catch the finish and 
compliments her on her fine voice. 2 3 2 zs 
Determined to get at the bottom of things, Vicki calls in ( 
Webster, pretends interest and encourages him to keep 
pressing his attack on the club, but only so that she can Produced and Directed by MAURY DEXTER - Written by HARRY SPALDING - An Associated Producers, Inc. Prod. Released by 20th Century-Fox 


learn of his plans and warn Mel of what to expect. Despite 
a multitude of harassments and inspections, the club con- 
tinues to operate and prosper. 

a Crawford comes home early from San Francisco 
and catches Mel kissing Vicki in her living room. Disturbed 
by the scene, she has a row with Vicki. Defying her aunt ieee ia ay ae Reg 3: E 
over her attitude and unfair business practices, Vicki 
leaves home, and her aunt cancels the birthday party. 
Vicki stays with Judi and sings at the club. 

Webster arrives at the club and insists that Vicki leave ; : 
with him as representative of her legal guardian, Vicki ade seat de ge yore aka MAT—402 
informs him that she is now completely on her own since ina 
she has just turned 21 that day. Miss Crawford and Web- 
ster go to the club to persuade Vicki to return home. They 
hear Vicki sing “You Pass Me By,” and Miss Crawford is so 
struck by Vicki’s resemblance to her late mother that she 


leaves unnoticed. Credits 
Later that night The Vanguard burns down due to the 
faulty wiring. Vicki accuses her aunt of arson and of being Produced and Directed by. .:..:... 3 Maury Dexter 
selfish and cruel. Mel, who has come in to see Miss Craw- WIC S? oa ee ee ee Harry Spalding 
ford, tells Vicki that she had nothing to do with the fire, in mee th) Ss ON ee Se aes Bares ae ge Hank Levine 
fact she has offered to transfer The Vanguard lease to a 
new and better building. Songs: 
With all problems resolved, Vicki’s birthday party is re- “Come to the Party” 
instated and held on the palatial grounds around the pool (“By” Dunham-Hank Levine) 
of the Crawford estate with everyone invited to join in the “Mad, Mad, Mad” “Voice on the Mountain” 
celebration. (Susan Quickel-Bill Baker) (“By” Dunham-Henry Vars) 
“Elijah” “Greenback Dollar” 
(“By” Dunham) (Hoyt Axton-Ken Ramsey) 
“Come A‘Runnin’ ” “I Can’t Get You 
(“By” Dunham) Out of My Heart” 
“Vm a Watusi Surfer” (Robert Marcucci-Russell Faith) 
(“By” Dunham) “You Pass Me By” 
(Rod McKuen) 
Associate Producer: 220 By” Danham 
Director.of Photography: .2. 2) ee Jack Marquette 
Supervising Film Editor Jodie Copelan, A.C.E. 
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Gene McDaniels, Rod Lauren and Jack Larson confer at the refresh- 
ment bar of the co-op club they operate for young talent in “The 
Young Swingers,” a 20th Century-Fox release which features popular 
recording stars in a comedy laced with nine musical numbers ranging 
from Hootenanny to lyrical ballads. Molly Bee is also starred in this 


lively comedy which is set to open on.... 


Theatre. 
MAT 2B 
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Gene McDaniels Swings 
in Motion Picture Debut 


New screen face Gene Mc- 
Daniels, versatile young baritone 
and Liberty recording artist, 
cannot remember when he was 
not singing. And he’s singing in 
his motion picture debut in “The 
Young Swingers,” 20th Century- 
Fox’s tune-filled comedy which 
Opens One |... au theo. 
Theatre, Gene co-stars with three 
other recording stars, Rod Lau- 
ren, Molly Bee and Jack Larson. 

A minister’s son, his early ex- 
posure to religious music has 
strongly influenced his singing 
style. Today he is as much at 
home singing gospels and spirit- 
uals as he is with rock-and-roll 
such as his first hit record, ‘100 
Pounds of Clay.” In “The Young 
Swingers” he does a folk ballad, 
“The Voice on the Mountain” and 
a swing rhythm number, “Mad, 
Mad, Mad.” 

While still in junior high 
school, Gene formed his own 
vocal quartet, the Echoes of Joy. 
The combo, which later abbrevi- 
ated its name to the Echoes, then 
switched to the Sultans, toured 
the country singing at churches 
and for affiliated groups. The 
only other member of the quartet 


still in show business is Billy 
Barnes. 

His breakthrough to profes- 
sional recognition came when he 
was discovered at a small Los 
Angeles club, The Lamp, a place 
where show people gathered for 
new sound diversion. One of the 
followers was Don Reardon, an 
actor, who insisted that Gene cut 
a record. Finally after three 
months of persuasion, an inter- 
view was set up with the presi- 
dent of Liberty Records. Im- 
pressed with the young baritone, 
they cut a single called “Angel 
Eyes.” This was followed shortly 
by his first recording. “In Times 
Like These.” However, the third 
time out was the charm. He 
recorded ‘100 Pounds of Clay,” 
and he was in. 

His ambition is stated quietly 
and with conviction: “I want to 
be the best singer in the busi- 
ness.” Following his screen debut 
in “The Young Swingers” he has 
the same sincere feeling about 
wanting to be the best actor in 
the business. His producer di- 
rector Maury Dexter believes he 
will make it as a screen person- 
ality. 


The Sherwoods Make Screen Debut 


with Hootenanny in ‘Young Swingers’ 


Making their screen debut in 
20th Century-Fox’s tune-filled 
comedy, “The Young Swingers,” 
are The Sherwoods, a musical 
group of two. They are blue-eyed, 
red-haired, 20-year-old Karen 
Gunderson and tall, blonde, 22- 
year-old John Merritt, both of 
Pasadena City College. 

Exponents of folk style sing- 
ing, they first met at social func- 
tions at school, each singing indi- 
vidually. Karen, a sorority girl, 
and John, a fraternity man, de- 
cided to combine their talents as 
a group. There was a third mem- 
ber, Al Parker, who at first 
worked with John and later with 
Karen. It was as a trio that they 
made their splash at club dates 


that led to a recording contract 
with Horizon Records. 

However, shortly after being 
signed for “The Young Swing- 
ers” Al was suddenly called back 
for Marine duty, and Karen and 
John were left to carry on. They 
sing two Hootenanny tunes in the 
picture, “Green Back Dollar” and 
“Elijah,” and they back Molly 
Bee in her rendition of another 
folk song, “You Pass Me By.” 

In “The Young Swingers” The 
Sherwoods are featured with fel- 
low recording artists Rod Lauren, 
Molly Bee, Gene McDaniels and 
Jack Larson, the young stars of 
this 20th Century-Fox release 
produced and directed by Maury 
Dexter. 


"The Young Swingers” Bring Hootenanny to 
Screen Featuring Youthful Recording Artists 


Molly Is ‘Truly a Busy Bee 


in Show Business Activity 


Stardom and _ success does 
everything for a young artist ex- 
cept shorten the working hours. 
But talented Molly Bee, who co- 
stars with Rod Lauren, Gene Mc- 
Daniels and Jack Larson in “The 
Young Swingers,” 20th Century- 
Fox’s tune-filled comedy opening 
<a. ss atethe .. .. “ePheatremisays, 
“What a wonderful way to wear 
myself out!” 

The blonde star, who has the 
appearance of a perennial teen- 
ager, is no doubt the busiest 
single performer in the history of 
the entertainment world. Molly 
was a radio artist at the age of 
ten, a recording star just a few 
years later and became a T'V per- 
sonality at fifteen. For two anda 
half years she sang on Tennessee 


Ernie Ford’s daily show, and 
prior to that had a similar stint 
for the same period with Pinkie 
Lee. Besides having her own TV 
show for 18 months, the singer- 
actress has been regularly fea- 
tured on the networks’ top va- 
riety and dramatic shows. And to 
keep her finger on the public 
pulse she rounds out her spare 
time with personal appearances 
at state fairs, where she breaks 
attendance records each time, and 
has become a veteran of the in- 
ternational nightclub circuit. 
Molly makes her sixth motion 
picture in “The Young Swingers” 
portraying the orphaned daugh- 
ter of a famous singer killed in a 
USO plane crash with her hus- 


band. She goes to live with her 
guardian aunt, a wealthy real 
estate tycoon who is obsessed 
with evicting Molly’s boy friend 
from his co-operative talent club 
in a building she owns. 

Born in Oklahoma City, part 
Choctaw Indian and part English 
by ancestry, Molly was first in- 
tent on being a ballerina. After 
her family moved to Tucson, Ari- 
zona, Molly continued her danc- 
ing, but at the age of 10 she was 
heard singing in a school play 
by the popular Tucson disc 
jockey, Rex Allen. The song was 
“Lovesick Blues,” which she 
sang on his show a few days 
later. Soon thereafter, the fam- 
ily moved to Los Angeles, and 
the honey blonde’s career really 
began to sizzle when Cliffie Stone 
heard the little girl with the big 
voice sing “‘Lovesick Blues.” She 
was featured on his show and 
quickly signed to a recording con- 
tract. 

Her real name is Mollie Jene 
Beachboard, but it’s been Molly 
Bee since she began her career as 
a singer, and she’s certainly liv- 
ing up to her name by being a 
very busy talented young lady. 

“The Young Swingers” was 
produced and directed by Maury 
Dexter from a screenplay by 
Harry Spalding. 


Recording stars Karen Gunderson and John Merritt form the duo 
known as The Sherwoods who perform two Hootenanny numbers in 


“The Young Swingers” 


and accompany Molly Bee in another. The 


20th Century-Fox swinging comedy, also starring young recording 
artists Rod Lauren, Gene McDaniels and Jack Larson, features nine 
musical numbers ranging from Hootenanny to ballads. It is set to 


Openonu.,. . atthe. . 


. Theatre. 


MAT 2D 


Lauren Clicks in 
Meteoric Rise to 
Singing Star of 
Tuneful Comedy 


Rod Lauren is one of the excit- 
ing new young star personalities 
in 20th Century-Fox’s tune-filled 
comedy, “The Young Swingers,” 
opening ....atthe.... Theatre. 
Co-starring with Molly Bee, 
Gene McDaniels and Jack Lar- 
son, Rod has captured the imagi- 
nation of the entertainment 
world and the public in a very 
short time, 

“T never thought of singing as 
a career,” he says. “And I never 
studied voice formally. In school, 
I took heavy science and math 
courses with the idea of going 
into a pre-dental program, But I 
always was a fan of the movie 
and singing greats. Often, when 
I went to a movie, I would walk 
home imitating these idols. I was 
hooked, whether I knew it then, 
or not.” 

It was Lauren’s last semester 
in high school when he appeared 
in “Arsenic and Old Lace” that 
he began to think of a career in 
show business. 

“At Stockton College, I did an 
abrupt about face. I dropped the 
math and science and took up 
drama, speech, art, history, 
psychology and music. I also 
joined the Fresno Civic Theatre 
Group.” 

He was cast in the singing role 
in “The Boy Friend” with this 
group, and this led to a perform- 
ance on a local television show. 
Rod impressed Don Gross, a mu- 
sician at the studios who asked 
him to make a demonstration re- 
cording of Gross’ new song. This 
led to an audition with RCA, and 
his first recording, “If I Had a 
Girl,” became a hit. 

The sensational hit prompted 
Perry Como to introduce him on 
national TV. Since then, in a 
period of three years, he has 
toured Australia, been featured 
in plush night spots throughout 
the country, appeared on nearly 
every major television show and 
has been in five motion pictures. 

In “The Young Swingers” he 
plays a young singer who man- 
ages a co-operative club for 
showcasing untried talent. His 
triumph over the tribulations of 
running the club, caused by a 
greedy real estate operator, en- 
ables Rod to display his dramatic 
abilities as well as his singing. 
His big number in the picture is 
a lyrical ballad, “Can’t Get You 
Out of My Heart.” 

“The Young Swingers” was 
produced and directed by Maury 
Dexter from a screenplay by 
Harry Spalding for Associated 
Producers, Inc. It has eight other 
tunes besides the one Lauren 
sings ranging from ballads to 


Hootenanny. 


Youthful, popular recording artists, nine rhythmic tunes and frolicking fun in a spar- 
kling comedy with fresh faces i is the mixture that “The Young Swingers” will offer when 


it opens...at the. 


. Theatre, Co-starring Rod Lauren, Molly Bee, Gene McDaniels and 


Jack Lar son, this 20th Century-Fox release is designed to appeal to the millions of their 


Jack Larson, Molly Bee and Rod Lauren are three of the young stars 


in 20th Century-Fox’s tune-filled comedy, 
Theatre. 


opening on....atthe.... 


“The Young Swingers,” 
MAT 2A 


Jack Larson Scores in 
"The Young Swingers’ 


Youthful singing mimic Jack 
Larson, a promising entertainer 
with fresh wit, makes his second 
motion picture appearance as a 
star in “The Young Swingers,” 
20th Century-Fox’s tune-filled 
comedy which opens... . at the 

. Theatre. 

Larson, co-starred with Rod 
Lauren, Molly Bee and Gene Mc- 
Daniels, scores with his lively 
and imaginative special material 
and introduces a new song, “I’m 
a Watusi Surfer,” which is done 
in the new and popular “surfer” 
sound. It is one of nine numbers 
in the picture. 

One of eleven children, Jack 
was born in Onawa, Iowa, moved 
to Salem, Oregon, when he was 
13 years old and started his 
career there as a nightclub en- 
tertainer, doing comedy, singing 
and impressions. His show-stop- 
ping impersonations, fresh and 
clever material and an appealing 
rhythm singing style have made 
him one of the most promising 
young entertainers in show busi- 
ness. 

A guest appearance on the Ed 
Sullivan Show, where he did a 
devastating take-off on Sullivan 
himself, launched Larson into 
important club time all over the 
world. It was his success in this 
field that led to his being cast in 
“The Young Swingers” by pro- 
ducer-director Maury Dexter as 
one of the co-op partners in the 
talent showcase club run by Rod 
Lauren and Gene McDaniels. In 


addition to his “I’m a Watusi 
Surfer” number Larson does a 
special material monologue with 
impression variations. He made 
one previous appearance in a mo- 
tion picture when he did a comedy 
song in “Teenage Millionaire.” 

Larson is a dedicated perform- 
er who would like nothing better 
than settle down in Hollywood to 
get away from the rigors of the 
road and fulfil his family obliga- 
tions. Married to a professional 
dancer he met during a Las 
Vegas engagement, he has one 
son from a previous marriage 
and expects a second child late 
this year. 

“T’ve had rough times since 1 
left home when I was 13 , years 
old,” he says, “but it’s all been 
fun, even the big disappoint- 
ments, It’s all part of what I 
love.” 


record-buying fans, as well as to 
young people and those who 
fancy light film fare. 

Sprinkled with nine tunes that 
range from Hootenanny, lyrical 
ballads, swing and rock rhythms 
to the new surfer sound (all the 
song interludes develop out of 
natural continuity action), “The 
Young Swingers” is the story of 
a co-operative talent club, the 
driving, ambitious fun-loving 
personalities behind it and the 
older people who want to destroy 
at 

Rod Lauren, new young star of 
television, motion pictures and 
recordings, plays one of the sing- 
ers in the co-op who manages 
the club. Pretty, talented and 
popular Molly Bee portrays the 
orphaned daughter of a famous 
singer who died in a plane crash. 
She lives with her aunt, a wealthy 
real estate tycoon obsessed with 
evicting the club from its quar- 
ters. 

Gene McDaniels, whose fame 
was launched with his recording 
of “100 Pounds of Clay,” makes 
his screen debut as another mem- 
ber of the co-op who is working 
his way through college. Jack 
Larson, youthful singing mimic 
and promising new face, com- 
pletes the quartet of youthful 
stars as another partner in the 
club. Singing “I’m a Watusi Surf- 
er,” he introduces the new surfer 
sound. 

The folk-singing combo, The 
Sherwoods, who are Karen Gun- 
derson and John Merritt, round 
out the cast of new faces, As 
members of the club they per- 
form two specialty Hootenanny 
numbers, “Green Back Dollar” 
and “Elijah.” and back Molly Bee 
in another Hootenanny song, 
“You Pass Me By.” 

Veteran character actors Jo 
Helton, Justin Smith, Jack 
Younger and Jerry Summers are 
those who line up against the 
survival of the club. 

Other musical numbers include 
a lyrical ballad, “Can’t Get You 
Out of My Heart,” sung by Rod 
Lauren and a folk ballad, “The 
Voice on the Mountain,” sung by 
Gene McDaniels. McDaniels and 
Molly Bee handle the swing num- 
bers, with Molly singing “Come 
A Runnin’” and Gene doing 
“Mad, Mad, Mad.” An instru- 
mental rock rhythm, “Come to 
the Party,” is performed by the 
Bobby Harris Sextet. 

Maury Dexter produced and di- 
rected “The Young Swingers” 
from a screenplay by Harry 
Spalding for Associated Produc- 
ers, Inc. 


Nine Musical Numbers 


“Green Back Dollar” 
“Elijah” 
“You Pass Me By” 


’ 


“Tm a Watusi Surfer’ 
“Can’t Get You Out of My Heart” 
“The Voice on the Mountain” 
“Come A’Runnin’ ” 


Sung by The Sherwoods 
Sung by The Sherwoods 
Sung by Molly Bee 
Sung by Jack Larson 
Sung by Rod Lauren 
Sung by Gene McDaniels 
Sung by Molly Bee 

Sung by Gene McDaniels 


Played by Bobby Harris Sextet 


exploitation ““SWINGEROO”’ DANCE RECORDINGS 


In the picture a new dance called the ‘‘Swingeroo,"’ a hoofing routine is Though there are no recordings of the songs from the picture, the stars of 
introduced by stars Molly Bee, Gene McDaniels and Jack Larson. A good 
RADIO SPOTS publicity stunt would be to sponsor a dancing contest with promoted prizes. 
Either the contest itself or the winners could be presented on television. 


‘The Young Swingers’”’ have various recordings that can be used as a tie- 


up with record stores to help promote the picture. Use stills from the pic- 


A series of sparkling radio spots—60-, 30- and 20- ture along with the records to make such displays in windows, on counters 


seconds in length—emphasizing the Hootenanny 


ARRANGE A “HOOTENANNY” PARTY and in your theatre lobby. 
mee ige oe tay PrtuneeaNYe Deen eveldi ee nel Through your disk jockey arrange a ‘‘Hootenanny”’ in your theatre or some MOLLY BEE and GENE McDANIELS are both on LIBERTY 
you saturate the airwaves and draw patrons to your convenient hall in connection with the release of the picture. This could be a ROD LAUREN is on both RCA VICTOR and CHANCELLOR 
theatre. Order from: AD-PUB SERVICE DEPT., 20th great attraction for all the young people of your community and be a big THE SHERWOOD SINGERS are on HORIZON 
CENTURY-FOX, 444 WEST 55th St., NEW YORK boost to the box office. Admission could be by presenting the stubs from 
the theatre tickets for those who see the picture. Contact the dealers for these labels as well as your record stores for tie-ups 


Fe, BY. 


which should be mutually beneficial. 


AMATEUR NIGHT 


Using radio and newspapers, announce an amateur night, or matinee, with 
prizes to go to the most popular performers, as determined by audience 
applause. The performers could be singers, dancers or instrumentalists. 
filled comedy. | Tie-in with merchants, such as music stores, to get the prizes. 


THEATRICAL TRAILER 
Play this swinging trailer in advance of playdate 


to attract all ‘‘the young swingers’’ to see this tune- 
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Hear These Hand-Clapping Hits! 
“Greenback Dollar”+"Elij2h’*" You Pass Me By“ 

“Watus/ Surfer’*"/ Can't Get You Out Of My Heart” 
“Voice On The Mountain’*“Come A Runnin” 
“Mad, Mad, Mad" :"Come To The Party” 


STARRING 


RUD LAUREN- MOLLY BEE GENE MSDANIELS 
JACK LARSON + THE SHERWOOD SINGERS 


Produced and Directed by MAURY DEXTER - Written by HARRY SPALDING * An Associated Producers, Inc. Production Released by 20th Century-Fox 


STARRING 


ROD MOLLY GENE JACK 


L AUREN-BEE-MIDANIELS-LARSON- SHERWOOD SINGERS 


Produced and Directed by MAURY DEXTER - Written by HARRY SPALDING - An Associated Producers, Inc. Production 
Released by 20th Century-Fox 
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Produced and Directed by MAURY DEXTER « Written by HARRY SPALDING: An Associated Producers, Inc. Prod.- Released by 20th Century-Fox 
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ROD LAUREN=MOLLY BEE-GENE NEDANIELS 
WACK LARSON + THE SHERWOOD SINGERS 


Produced and Directed by MAURY DEXTER + Written by HARRY SPALDING 
An Associated Producers, Inc. Prod Released by 20th Century-Fox 


An Associated Producers, Inc. Production 
Released by 20th Century-Fox 
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An Associated Producers, Inc. Production 
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LAUREN BEE wis 
LARSON SHERWOOD SINGERS 


Produced and Directed by MAURY DEXTER 
Written by HARRY SPALDING 

An Associated Producers, Inc. Production 
Released by 20th Century-Fox 
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Scanned from the collections of the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 


for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 


MEDIA 
HISTORY 


DIGITAL LIBRARY 


www.mediahistoryproject.org 


